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1. IN HIJZEN'S ABSENCE, WE CONVEYED THE US IDEAS ON THE 
TIMING OF A US/EC DAIRY DISCUSSION TO ABBOTT, DUTY OFFICER 

IN THE COMMISSION'S EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DIRECTORATE DURING THE 
HOLIDAYS. 

2. ABBOTT INFORMED US ON DECEMBER 23 THAT HE HAD BEEN ABLE 
TO DISCUSS THE US SUGGESTIONS WITH HIJZEN. ABBOTT SAID THAT 
HIJZEN ASKED THAT THE FOLLOWING POINTS BE CONVEYED TO THE US: 
A) HIIZEN REGARDS THE US PROPOSAL AS VERY CONSTRUCTIVE AND 
EXTREMELY WELCOME; B) THE COMMISSION WOULD LIKE TO BEGIN 
TALKS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE HOLIDAYS, THOUGH IT HAS 
SOME HOPES THAT THEY COULD GO SOMEWHAT FURTHER THAN MERELY 
THE TECHNICAL ASPECTS; AND C) THE COMMISSION WILL NOT BE ABLE 
TO CONFIRM DATES UNTIL THE COMMISSION STAFF RETURNS IN FULL 
FORCE, PROBABLY AFTER JANUARY 6. 

3. ABBOTT ADDED THAT THERE IS AN AGRICULTURAL COUNCIL 
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ON JANUARY 13. SHOULD THE DAIRY DISCUSSIONS TAKE PLACE THAT 
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WEEK, THERE WOULD BE SOME PREFERENCE FOR HAVING THE DISCUSSIONS 
IN BRUSSELS. GREENWALD 
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